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The Rationale of Repetition

By Andy Ebbin, 12th Grade GourmetGlatt.com * 516-569-2662
This week’s Torah reading comes in pairs. Not only is it the first time in " ‘
the cycle we encounter a double parsha, but there is also a dual nature expressed s

in every aspect of the continued discussion of the Mishkan.

A glaring question that can be thought of is that young children learning
this Torah portion could think, what, if any, is the purpose of this week's parsha?
Until recently, the Torah discussed the history of the Jewish nation, followed up
with some laws in the form of Mishpatim, then architecture plans, and finally at "
the conclusion of Sefer Shemot we are encountered by not only more tedious °
building instructions, but most of the same ones we’ve previously heard?!? I can
only speak for myself, but I imagine young talmidim in yeshivas everywhere be-
ing quite frustrated by this development.

Rabbi Alex Israel brings an answer to this question by using the words of
the Ramban, providing us with a deeper understanding of why we seemingly re- .
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view Terumah and Tetzaveh again only two weeks after initially reading them.
The Ramban says at the end of this week's parsha, Hashem and Bnei Yisrael
“returned to their love of before”.

It is quite common to compare the relationship of Hashem and Bnei Yis-
rael to that of a husband and wife. Imagine a couple deeply in love. They get
married and proceed to pick out everything together, including the house they

(Continued on page 4)
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Forcing to Volunteer?
By Hudi Aronovitz, 12th Grade

F I \here is a seeming contradiction within Pasuk 5. Moshe tells Klal Yisroel to “Collect from among yourselves

a contribution offering for God; every person whose heart inspires him to generosity should bring the contri-

bution for God” (35:5). The former suggests that the donations (for the Mishkan) were obligatory, while the
latter seems to indicate that these contributions were voluntary. The Kli Yakar answers that there were, in fact, two
types of contributions: obligatory and voluntary.

However, in Parshas Terumah, when Hashem instructs Moshe regarding the building of the Mishkan, there
1s no mention of voluntary contributions, rather the donations were to be given on a compulsory basis, as the Pasuk
says, “Take My offering from every person...This is the contribution that you shall collect from them.” Why does
the Torah mention the voluntary contributions in Parshas Vayakhel, but not in Parshas Terumah?

The Jewish people were commanded to build the Mishkan primarily as an atonement for the sin of the gold-
en calf. Appropriately, the Mishkan is commonly referred to as “The Mishkan of Testimony,” as Rashi explains, to
serve as a testimony for the Jewish people that Hashem had forgiven them for the terrible sin they had done.

They had practically attained their atonement through the compulsory donations, as seen in Parshas Terumah. Earli-

(Continued on page 2)




Torah Teasers
By Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum, 9th Grade Rebbe

Parshas Vayakel-Pekudei

Questions
In this week’s parsha (Vayakel), what four types of
jewelry do the Jews donate to the Mishkan?
Where in this week’s parsha (Vayakel) are wings
mentioned?
Which two items in the Tabernacle are made of one
solid piece of gold? What other item, used in the
desert, was fashioned from one solid piece of met-
al?
Which three items found in the Tabernacle are a
perfect square?
Of all the precious metals collected for the Taber-
nacle, which had the largest amount?
What precious stone appears three times on the
clothing of the High Priest?
Where in this parsha (Pekudei) are bells men-
tioned?
In what context is fire mentioned, in both parshas
Vayekhel and parshas Pekudei?

Answers
The people bring "bracelets, nose rings, rings, and
body jewelry" (Exodus 35:22).
The cherubs had wings that spread over the Holy
Ark (Exodus 37:9).
The cover and cherubs on top of the Holy Ark is
made "of one banged out solid piece of
gold" (Exodus 37:7), as is the Menorah (37:17) In
parshas Beha'aolscha, Moshe is commanded to
fashion two trumpets, each out of "one solid piece
of banged out silver" (Numbers 10:1)
The following items are shaped as squares: the
Golden Altar (Exodus 37:25), the Copper Altar
(38:1), and the breastplate (choshen) of the High
Priest (39:9)
Silver, with a tally of 100 (kikar) talents and 1,775
shekels, is collected in the greatest amount (Exodus
38:25).
The shoham stone is twice on the shoulder straps of
the ephod (39:8), and also appears on the fourth
row of the breastplate (choshen) (Exodus 39:13).
"Golden bells" appear on the bottom of the robe
(me'il) worn by the High Priest (Exodus 39:25).
Fire is mentioned at the beginning of Vayekhel
with regards to keeping Shabbat (Exodus 35:3), and
in the last verse of Pekudei regarding the pillar of
fire that led the Jewish people through the desert at
night (Exodus 40:38).
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1 T
! This week’s Haftorah is from Yechezkel Chapter 45. We,
]

uread Parshat Hachodesh this week for maftir and we therefore.
uread the haftarah that goes with it. The end of Yechezkel talks.
:about the future Bais Hamikdash and the service that will take:
i place once Mashiach has come and the Jews have returned to!
| Eretz Israel. The Haftorah describes the offering that Kohein!
! Gadol will bring on Rosh Chodesh. It makes sense that we read !
1 this right before Nissan as this is the monthe of our redemption.
i The Mishkan was first put together on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.
.The first 12 days are the days in which the mizbeach was inau-
ngurated Pesach takes place in Nissan and it is during this hoh-.
:day that we probably most feel the loss of the Beit Hamikdash. 1 |
1 Unfortunately throughout life we have a tendency to apprematel
lsomethlng more after it is gone. Now we have our seder, but!
'they are lacking the key ingredient which is the Karban Pesach. !
1 We lack the opportunity to all come together and eat delicious:
i meat and thank Hashem on the highest level for our redemption:
! from Egypt. Hopefully bimheira byameinu we will be zocheh to !
| see the ultimate rebuilding of the beit hamikdash and experience u
uPesach and the month of Nissan in the way that it was meant to

i be.

| (Continued from page 1) |
1er they had donated their gold with tremendous fervor to build!
lan idol, but now they were contributing their gold with enthu31-
I'asm to help build the Mishkan. The enthusiasm displayed whlle
; donating gold to subsidize the construction of the Mishkan was.
jbest exhibited by those donating voluntarily, since generally, i
1deeds done on one’s own accord show true goodwill, whereas al
|person who is in a binding obligation may not be fulfilling hlsI
I'side of the deal with true excitement. Therefore, only the com- |
jpulsory contributions were mentioned in Parshas Terumah be-
cause Hashem wanted the voluntary contributions to be givenl
Ireadily, without compulsion, and with enthusiasm to perform!
(Continued on page 4) !
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Sitting on the Same Bench as a 190

Introduction:

L. X7m3 in (:2% 77) Mna: When 8117 27 wanted to sit on a
bed which had a 7770 190 on it, he took the 77710 990 and
placed it on a jug, because he holds that it is 70K to sit on
a bed which has a 770 190.

II. X913 in VP T¥IM: X7 92 72 727 says in the name of 27
137 that it is 70 to sit on a bed that a 7710 790 is on.

719557 205 by a 770 950:

L. (:2% 77 mman) Mmoon: We 1702 like 13 °21 that it’s 20
to sit on a bed with a 7710 790 because we normally P05
like 73m1° 27 against 27 who is X177 27s °27; therefore, we
are certainly going to j709 like him against X177 27,
Furthermore, the X731 tells a story in (72 A7) j0p 7M™
which implies that even &117 27’s students held like °27
.
A. (10pn 72°0 3 o) 1¢277: The only X1y mi for
it to be 7M1 to sit on the same bed as a 770 790 is
for a oon TM%n (even according to X 92 72 720
in the name of 717 °27); thus, when X177 27 was
alive, for him to sit on the same bed as a 7770 790
would be declaring, “I am a odn 7°n%n,” which
you aren’t supposed to do. However, after he’s
dead the o*7n%n could certainly declare the their
°27 was a 0d1 717N, so that’s why they had a M
R1"MX to do so.
IL. (h 7997 0 P9 770 990 DY) o“ana; (Dw) 7°°aR; W
(297 12°0 YT 7); (7P o0) peno: The 7997 is like 20
X117 that it is 70X to sit on bed which a 77710 790 is on.
A. (297 0 ayT A7) 701 n°2: The o°“ana holds
the 7297 is like X117 27 because in matters of 7122
77N 790 we are always going to lean towards
being more nnn. Also, by XN 217, the X ma
actually relates a nwyn in which he applied his
7977, which makes the statement of 71997 more
powerful.
B. (" p0 297 120 w7 A7) X7 xoa: The
D°‘am7 1s unn over here because the 2‘‘ann is
often 7°nmn like the "n>wh against the °723, and
the *»2w17° on M>312 Non implies that it is MOX to
sit on the same bed as a 71710 790.
C. (\opn 120 2 Pom) 1°°271: Even though normally

we P09 like 7am» "2, over here it’s different
because there are so many 2°XMnX who P05 like
X177 29, so therefore, we 305 like him.
IIIL. (v 7Py 297 12°0) T n2w: It is MOK to sit on the same
bed as a 770 790.

How high does the 7910 950 have to be off the bench in
order to be allowed to sit on it?

I. (72 77 0P 7vm noon) Mooin: Even if the 770 790 is
elevated, it’s a problem according to 1177 27, because he
specifically found another place for the 7™ =90 as
opposed to just elevating it.
I1. *n%w1 in (77 7997 3 P79) Mo02: If you elevate the 190
770, it’s A, but there’s a npYonn about how much it
has to be elevated.

A. First opinion: A 1dv.

B. Second opinion: Any amount of elevation.
I, 7°“ax": If the 770 790 is elevated a ndv above the
bed, then it’s fine.
IV. fov nra: Usually, we need at least three o°nou for
something to be considered it’s own mw"; therefore no
matter how much you elevate the 770 790, it is still MoK
to sit on the same bed as it.
V. 1°°277: One can rely on the "n%w17°’s one ndv.
VI (n p‘‘o 297 m°0) 7°‘w: Having the 77N elevated to
three or ten 0°ndY is a NM7°0n N7, but 13779, all you need
1S one 19Y.

What about other 2959?

L. (X 72°0 770 790 M%) wEX": 2190 have a 17 of a 190
an.

II. (n ‘0 297 1°0) 72 wn °pod: Even if a 790 is printed
and not written on a 77p, it has a 17 of being a “190.”

1. (x5 mx mmn) MdoIna °poa: Even if one wants to be
7°2mn to not sit on the same bed as a 77N 790, everyone
agrees that it’s 9N regarding other 0°790.

IV. o1 n"2: You don’t have to be 7arn by other o190,
but it’s “X73 to be 7 and to elevate other 0°190 at least
a X 2. However, if one is in a tight w7 n°3, he could
free up room by sitting on the same bench as other 0750

(Continued on page 6)
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Money to the Mishkan

Gavriel Ahron 9th Grade

_________________ T P L
I In Parshat Vayakhel, the Torah tells us about Bnei Yisrael’s desire to donate to the Mishkan. Men and wom- |

| en brought all of their finest items including the jewelry that they were wearing at the time. They brought so much
. C jewelry y g y g
| that Moshe Rabbeinu had to ask them to stop bringing.
In other situations, Bnei Yisrael had to be persuaded to donate their money and jewelry. Moshe Rabbeinu
| . oney and Jewely. Vos 00
had to encourage people to donate by the Karbon Tamid, and the women of Bnei Yisrael resisted donating their jew-
. O . g JEW=|
|elry for the Eigel Hazahav. Why were they so generous at this time? Did money have no value to them? Rav
Shimshon Pincus explains what the secret of the Mishkan was that made everyone so anxious to donate. It was the |
. . y . . . . .
chance to have Hashra'at HaShechina. When the Shechina dwells among us everything is beautiful and life is won-
| raat ne Shechir ng ything .
derful. No pleasure in this world compares to it. Bnei Yisrael knew this, and therefore were eager to donate all thelr|
| valuables for this opportunity. . . . |
| Rav Shimshon adds that even today there is an opportunity for Hashra'at HaShechina. How? "Ish V'Isha Za-
chu... HaShechina Beineihen", if a man and women build a harmonious home Al Pi HaTorah, the Shechina dwells |
| <" . . .
with them. A husband and wife should not have disagreements about monetary issues. If we understood that we
| ; : greement Y ;
have a chance to bring the Shechina to our homes and live in bliss, every husband and wife would place less empha-
; . g . . . ya P P |
| sis on worrying about monetary issues, simply to merit Hashra'at HaShechina. Our forefathers also cared about mon-
ey but they knew where to draw the line. They knew that even money does not compare to harmony and bliss. If we
Ibring harmony into our home and emphasize peace with our business partners and friends ahead of money, we too |
Lwill be zocheh to Hashra'at HaShechina and a Bait HaMikdash Bimheira Biyameinu. |

(Hudi Aronovitz—Continued from page 2)
the mitzvah. In our Parshah, the voluntary contributions were mentioned to stress the importance of this in ensuring
the atonement of the Jewish people.

Have a good Shabbos!

i (Andy Ebbin—Continued from page 1) :
i will build together. Every little curtain, table, and chair is special, specific and chosen with love. Then, in the inter-
i im, one of the spouses cheats on the other. This couple now have a great deal to work through and might have per-é
i manent damage to their relationship. Surely with a human relationship, when they get back home to the house they
: built together and everything they ordered is set in place, they might look at each other and shrug and say “who
i cares about those specialized curtains? we have much bigger relationship problems.”
: This analogy mirrors the structure of sefer shemot. The couple’s meeting and falling in love could be paral-
i leled to the exodus, their marriage corresponds to the giving of the Torah, designing their “house” together coordi- }
: (Continued on page 5)
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The Quicome of the Effort

Jacob Penstein
10th Grade

: The parshios of Vayakhel and Pekudei both seem to be redundant. The Torah describes every last detail of?
i the mishkan and its vessels, even though it has already been discussed in two previous parshois, Terumah and Tet-
i zaveh. The question raises itself: what is this repetition coming to teach us?
: In 35:27, Rashi quotes a famous Medrash. The Medrash explains that the nesi’im, the leaders of the she-i
: vatim, decided to wait until after the donations of the rest of nation were completed, see what was missing, and do-}
i nate the rest. After everything was tallied, the only things remaining were the “avnei shoham v’avnei meluim,” the}
i stones for the choshen of the Kohen Gadol. The gemara in Yoma (75a) explains that these stones were delivered
i straight to the leaders by Hashem, yet they had not done anything to get them.
: Rashi goes on to explain that the nesi’im were punished for their actions--the letter yud is missing for the
iword “nesi’im” in this pasuk. Even though these donations were more valuable monetarily, the effort exerted was
i minimal, and they were therefore punished.
: This same idea also teaches us why the donations had to be “asher yidvenu liebo,” a person according to his
 generosity. This commandment was left optional so that the focus should be left with the mindset of the people giv-
i ing, rather than the contents of what they actually gave.
: This lesson can be learned from one other place in the parsha. In Pekudei 39:33, the Torah tells us that the:
i Mishkan was brought to Moshe for assembly. Rashi explains that bnei yisroel could not erect the mishkan. Since
i Moshe had not done anything else for the Mishkan, Hashem left the final honor of erecting it to Moshe. Moshe,§
i then, ask God how it was possible for any human being to raise such a heavy structure by himself. Hashem told him:
i to just put in the effort, and the Mishkan would raise itself up. Later on (40:17) the pasuk says “hukam hamishkan,”}
i the Mishkan was erected, and not that he erected it, because in reality it stood by itself.
: It does seem a little curious that the honor Moshe received from God is something he couldn’t even do. The'
i Torah is once again teaching us the same lesson. Even with someone as great as Moshe, more important is the effort:
i we expend to try to accomplish, than in the accomplishment itself. The honor given to Moshe was to allow him the
i effort in completing the Mishkan, and not in the actual completion itself.
: The lesson is clear. The results of our labors are important, but the effort we put in, even when we’re unsuc-
: cessful, 1s always more important. Good shabbos. :

gAdapted from Torah.org

(Andy Ebbin—Continued from page 4)

nates to the initial order to construct the mishkan, and unfortunately, the betrayal of one of the spouses is the sin of
the golden calf. The couple might be afraid that they’ve betrayed each other and therefore permanently lost the love
that they once possessed. However, as the Ramban says, in the case of Hashem and Bnei Yisrael’s, their love was
“returned to their love of before,” being repaired and restored to its original glory.

This is the message of the alleged redundancy. This week is about two's, a second Torah being read, a second
commandment to build Hashem a place to rest His shechinah, and a reminder that with Hashem, if we are willing to
put in the necessary work and effort, there is always a second chance to return to the love we shared before. So when
you rise at the end of kriat hatorah and say “chazak” tice, hopefully it can be a reminder to the power of repetition,
and though that, we should all be strengthened.

Shabbat Shalom!
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Dovid Blank 11th Grade

YOU Never Know the Ending

: In one of this week’s parshios, parshas Vayakhel, Moshe commands the Jews to donate jewelry and gold to
: build the Mishkan. Before Moshe could blink, the Jews came from all over to donate. Every person, young and old, i
i came to give their belongings to the Mishkan. In only a matter of time, Moshe announced to stop giving since their§
i was too much! After the donation, Moshe needed builders. But who knows how to build?! Although the Jews had
: little experience in craftsmanship, they still decided to put in the effort. Miraculously, they built the Mishkan per-
i fectly and beautifully. This is where all their working experience in Egypt came in. Sadly, in their blood, they were :
i natural builders. A story like this came after the passing of the great rabbi, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi). His'
i grandson walked into the house and saw his mother crying. He asked, "why you crying mother" and she replied, "
: your grandfather has just passed and his great Torah is now gone." Instead of just agreeing with his mom, the son
:went and continued his learning. This boy could have just thought “what can I do just like the Jews?” Instead he:
: "built" up new Torah by becoming the great Rabeinu Tam. From this we can learn that to never give up and even
i when things are down don't give up. Look deep down and it will come natural. Have a good shabbos! :

(Ten Minute Halacha—Continued from page 3)
then he can be %pn.

V. 1277 If other 0190 are elevated at all, then one may sit on the same bench as them, despite that for a 7710 790,
an elevation of a v is required. However, it’s a good practice to not sit on the same bench as other 2°790 or 7°5n
in order to give them 72>.

VL (1 7°¥0 297 12°0) X*‘n7: One may not sit on the same bed as a 790.

VIL. (n2 12°0) vaw axa: Although 1777 9p°wn, all 221wX1 would permit one to sit on the same bed as other 0190, it’s
good for one to be 7N to elevate it a nov.

VIIL. (v p*“0 297 1°0) 7°‘w: If one is in a tight w771 N2, he can free up room by sitting on the same bench as other
0°190 and be Yp°n. However, it’s good to be 2ann regarding the 7125 of other o™ oo.

IX. (2xp 00 7 por) mooa mawn n"w: Not only can one be 97°n in a crowded wH7» n°a to sit on the same bench as
other 0190, but it is 707 T12.

X. (R 12°0 2 Pom) 170 vaw ne“w: If one has a bench with partitions between the seats, then he can sit on his chair if
there is a 790 on another chair, because although they are one unit, they appear to be different chairs. Also, to not sit
on the same bench as other 0790 is only a X211 to begin with.

XI. (7 P*“0 297 1°0) 1°‘0: One may not sit on a box that contains 2°790 because a box is not considered a separate
mwA.

XIIL. (28p m°0 73 P2m) Mooa 7awn; (7 MR T 320 25 Por) ryehR vox: There is no source for a distinction between a 150
that is standing up and a 790 that is lying flat.

Suddenly the front door rattled and thundered; someone was pounding and shouting outside. “Help! Help! |
Let me in!” Little Shmuel ran to the door and opened it as Feivel looked on from his room. It was the poritz,
| drenched to the bone, shivering and blue with cold. It seems that he had been on his way home and the storm caught
him unexpectedly. He had been wandering in the cold, lost in the forest for hours, and was on the verge of death. HeI
| fell to the floor in exhaustion.
| Shmuel helped him to the fireside, brought him a change of clothes (his Shabbat garments, the only change|
I (Continued on page 7) I
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(Stories of Greatness—Continued from page 6)

of clothes he had), some warm blankets and hot soup, and in no time the poritz was sitting bundled up near the stove
and showering old Shmuel with praises and promises. “You saved my life! I owe you my life!” he exclaimed. “Tell
me how to repay you.” “Listen,” Shmuel answered. “If you truly wish to reward me, then you can do me a big fa-
vor.”

“Anything! I swear! I owe you my very life! Just ask!” exclaimed the poritz. “Well” Shmuel gave a glance at
Feivel peeking from behind his door, “a few days ago you told my good friend Feivel that he has to vacate his inn. |
want you to let him stay.”

“So it shall be!” shouted the poritz. “It just so happens that Feivel is here in the other room,” continued Little
Shmuel. “Will you put it in writing?”” Feivel came out of his room, and the poritz immediately shook his hand warm-
ly, asked for pen and paper, and wrote out a contract giving him and his offspring sole rights on the inn for all gener-
ations. And for good measure, he gave him the next three years rent-free.

“One thing is bothering me,” said Feivel after he thanked the poritz and tucked the cherished contract secure-
ly into his pocket. “Why did you evict me in the first place? After all, I always paid rent and never gave you any
trouble. What made you do it?”

“You’re right,” answered the poritz. “You were the perfect tenant, and I would never have even thought of
throwing you out. But someone came to me and demanded that I rent the inn to his son-in-law. He promised to pay
more rent, and even threatened that if I refused, he would use his influence with my business partners to make trou-
ble for me. It was none other than Big Shmuel! I don’t know what got into him and made him so hard-hearted. I
even asked him how he could do it to his own fellow Jew, and he said he didn’t mix business with friendship. But
I’ll take care of him. I’ll tell him to go find another establishment for his son-in-law!

“Just one thing that I would like to ask, though,” he continued. “How did you happen to be here exactly on
this night?”

When Fival told him about how the Rebbe sent him the Poritz asked a few questions, thought for a while and
finally exclaimed, “Now I know that G-d is still with the Jewish people!!”
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STORIES OF GREATNESS

ToLD OVER BY: NETANEL YOMTOV

A Jew—let’s call him Feivel—came
to seek the help of the famed “Tzemach
Tzedek” (Rabbi Menachem Mendel, 1789—
1866, the third rebbe of Chabad). Feivel was
almost weeping as he entered the rebbe’s
room. He was inexplicably being evicted
from the inn he’d been running for over
twenty years. He couldn’t understand it; the
poritz (landowner) liked him, he always paid
his rent on time, and he never made any trou-
ble. But a week ago the poritz suddenly came
and gave him one month’s notice. All his
pleas and reasoning didn’t help, and now,
with nine mouths to feed and no other way of
earning a living, he had no other recourse
than to travel to the rebbe for help.

When Feivel finished his story, the
rebbe took out a piece of paper and a pen,
wrote a short letter, put it in an envelope and
addressed it. He then blessed Feivel with suc-
cess, and instructed him to deliver the letter
as swiftly as possible. He thanked the rebbe
profusely and backed out of the room. Once
outside, he glanced at the envelope and his
heart sank: the rebbe seemed to have mistak-
enly addressed it to the wrong man!

In Feivel’s village there were two
men by the name of Shmuel. The first, nick-
named Shmuel Hagadol (“Big Shmuel”), was
a rich, influential Jew who had close connec-
tions with all the landowners and nobles, and
some said even with the czar himself! If any-
one could help Feivel, it would be him. But
the rebbe had addressed his note to Shmuel
Hakatan (“Little Shmuel”’)—a simple old Jew

who used to be a woodcutter and still lived
with his wife in his small hut in the woods.
The rebbe must have intended to write the big
rich guy. Little Shmuel was a virtual nobody!

But Feivel was stuck. To enter the
rebbe’s study again was out of the question;
people waited for days for a minute of the
rebbe’s time. Then he had an idea: the rebbe
had seven sons—he would go to one of them
and ask for advice. But the rebbe’s son only
assured him of what he already knew—the
rebbe never makes mistakes. Normal people
make mistakes, but not the rebbe!

So, with a heavy heart, Feivel made
his way to Little Shmuel’s house in the mid-
dle of the forest and knocked on the door.
The old man invited Feivel in and asked him
what he wanted. When he heard the reason
for the visit and saw the rebbe’s letter asking
him to help Feivel in his predicament, he ad-
mitted that he had no idea what the rebbe
meant. He suggested that Feivel be his guest
for a few days and see what would happen.

A week passed. Feivel began to be-
come depressed. What would become of
him? In another two weeks he would have to
forfeit his livelihood and vacate his home.
Winter was approaching; the weather outside
was cold and miserable, adding to his melan-
choly. Where would he go? What would he
do? What would become of his wife and chil-
dren? The wind and rain were pounding on
the roof and the walls. He put his head in his
hands and wept.

(Continued on page 6)
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